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Overall Comments
 
Many thanks Jose for sending in your second assignment.  Again you have pushed yourself 
by choosing Crowds as your subject. I like the fact that you have experimented with different 
focal lengths before settling on the moderate telephoto. Not only that but you have recorded 
your thoughts about each trial well and rationalising your final decision. Well done.

As previously mentioned you are a competent image maker and research your topic well; 
what I feel you need to be developing is a greater depth to your chosen topic and improving 
your research by including thoughts about what resonates with you and how you might 
incorporate ideas into your own work. For example it’s good to see your wish to explore the 
“inferred norms of social identity...” but take this further perhaps by considering if there are 
multiple norms and if so how a comparison of these these could form the subject of your 
photography. In your research into other photographers’ work on crowds what elements did 
you particularly like - why - how could you adapt these and make them your own so that it 
ties in with what you want to say?

I still think that you are taking too many shots - one of the double edged swords of digital - 
more consideration  - both in what your topic is and the variations of composition, exposure  
etc prior to pressing the shutter could significantly reduce the number of images taken. It will 
ease the editing process. 
 
Assessment potential
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit your 
work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in this 
assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the potential to 
pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there are certain areas 
you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback.
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Feedback on assignment
Technical and Visual Skills, 
You have met the brief well in keeping to the same single format. But alongside your 
decision to keep the same focal length can be sometimes limits you and restrict you to an 
image that has lesser impact. For example with your image 7 where you are picking out a 
particular face I suggest that a square format focuses attention on the face of the man with a 
reversed baseball cap and his seeming confrontation with the man with LFS on his T shirt. 
(it’s also spolit by the face being in shadow).  Using a square format throughout may 
concentrate viewers’ attention on that particular element that is important. 

Your image 6 as you say is spoilt by the lady being out of focus and you had no time for a 
second shot. This is where you might think about a furhter shoot to replace this image. 

Image 5 I like but you have focused on the seated figure on the extreme left of frame. I’m not 
sure where the attention should be -  if on all of the figures then a more closed aperture with 
its great dof may have been a better choice. Pairing this with image 4 makes rather a weak 
point - other than fitting in with your intention of paired images focused on crowds. Image 4 
uses good narrow DoF to pick out the two girls but the image is rather boring as they have 
their backs to the cameraand we can’t see what they are looking at. 

Images 8 & 9 are ok  but nothing particularly out of the ordinary: the CCTV sign catches the 
eye - is its inclusion key to the image? you could easily have shifrted camera position to 
eliminate it. If it is significant then again a square crop could help but I appreciate this may 
not fit with your intentions. My point is to be on the lookout for strong images that also fit 
your brief and not settle for lesser images just to fit the brief.

I’ll include some square cropped versions of other images when I send you these comments.

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/05/september-portfolio-telegraph-photographers-
pictures-of-the-mont/2500-life-jackets-worn-by-refugees-and-migrants-travelling-from/

http://metro.co.uk/2016/09/27/this-picture-of-hillary-clinton-captures-the-selfie-generation-
perfectly-6154975/

These are links to recent images in the news that exemplify what this assignment is about - 
the first uses great DoF and a wide angle lens with items close to the camera to good effect. 

The second is about crowds, the use of camera phones and the selfie combining to make a 
powerful statement.

Quality of Outcome 
You present the work well and while it’s good to see you taking on board my suggestion 
about an artisit statment. unfortunately when viewing the work as a two page spread it’s 
inclusion puts what I think your intention was regarding the pairing of the images out of 
synch. You need to include a blank page to pair with image 1 this will then push image 2 to 
be paired with image 3. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/05/september-portfolio-telegraph-photographers-pictures-of-the-mont/2500-life-jackets-worn-by-refugees-and-migrants-travelling-from/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/05/september-portfolio-telegraph-photographers-pictures-of-the-mont/2500-life-jackets-worn-by-refugees-and-migrants-travelling-from/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/05/september-portfolio-telegraph-photographers-pictures-of-the-mont/2500-life-jackets-worn-by-refugees-and-migrants-travelling-from/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/10/05/september-portfolio-telegraph-photographers-pictures-of-the-mont/2500-life-jackets-worn-by-refugees-and-migrants-travelling-from/
http://metro.co.uk/2016/09/27/this-picture-of-hillary-clinton-captures-the-selfie-generation-perfectly-6154975/
http://metro.co.uk/2016/09/27/this-picture-of-hillary-clinton-captures-the-selfie-generation-perfectly-6154975/
http://metro.co.uk/2016/09/27/this-picture-of-hillary-clinton-captures-the-selfie-generation-perfectly-6154975/
http://metro.co.uk/2016/09/27/this-picture-of-hillary-clinton-captures-the-selfie-generation-perfectly-6154975/


In addition to the booklet I suggest that you think about producing a set of top quality prints 
of your final selection (that may take into account any re-shoots) for use in presenting your 
work at formal assessment.

Demonstration of Creativity
In your own assessment you mention that the work isn’t “particularly revolutionary”. I suggest 
that you need to think about distilling down what you are wanting to say with your work and 
then using this to seek out stand out images that concentrate on this combining all aspects 
that are at your control when taking the picture. This won’t always be clear at the outset of a 
project - it can be an iterative process - but the end products should be clearly directed 
towards just what you want to say with as few compromises as possible. 

Coursework
In exercise 2.7 you need more interest in the foreground- would you consider moving the 
barriers? If you did make more of these then in image 4 of the set with the birds flying free 
could take on more significance. Again consider a square crop.

In Exercises 2.6 & 2.5 try to get into the habit of shooting more interesting subjects rather 
than just meeting the brief.
 
Research
Again you have done well here and it’s good to see your thinking/commentary. as mentioned 
above think about extending your thoughts in to how your resarch may impact your future 
work.

Learning Log
This is good It’s good to see the improvement in your self assessment/reflection on your 
work. In your blog I suggest that you list the final images chosen at present using the link to  
shooting and selection under assignments there is no way of looking at the final selection. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing
The course notes provide good mix for the next assignment.
 
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment
 

• Try not taking so many images - think of it as each frame costs £15 - and so 
thinking about the variables before making the shot.

• I’ve mentioned a couple of links above to show how stronger images can be 
made using differnt lenses - bear this in mind for future work and be prepared 
to amend your own brief as your ideas develop.

Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment: 
written or video/audio.
 
Tutor name  Simon Barber
Date 10 October 2016
Next assignment due 2nd December 2016
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