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Overall Comments
 
Many thanks Jose for sending in your third assignment.  You have produced interesting, 
competently produced work that is good technically. But I can’t see it as a set given over to 
‘the decisive moment’. It isn’t in the HCB sense and I’m not sure it is in a decisive moment in 
relation to a person, people or humanity. It is as you indicate a set concentrating on human 
activity and in that it is a good and interesting study; but decisive? In the abscence of any 
argument or discussion from you about how these relate to a decisive moment, I think it is 
too tenuous and vague.

Feedback on assignment
Technical and Visual Skills, 
First, you have gone to a lot of trouble mounting the photographs in card mounts. This really 
isn’t necessary. Although it is good to see you include information on how you envisage the 
prints to be arranged and displayed. Prints with a 2 cm white boarder is quite sufficient for 
formal assessment. 

I like the consistent quality and style in the prints: the  light, colour palette and the corrected 
verticals. Your patience in waiting for the moment to release the shutter has paid dividends.

Some points about specific images:

The two Barbican images - both include seats implying human activity Perhaps just one of 
these would suffice. The second one has cars in the scene which could indicate a human 
presence - if you had a choice would you include them or not? 
The second image has the contrast of the modern building being built against the old 
established church.  It also has the sign indicating a school for girls. Both these have added 
nuance of human activity that the first image lacks.
Moorgreen House  - the flats indicate human living OK; the box lid in the foreground 
enhances this as it is transitory - could this transitory element be worth exploring and 
incorporating as a feature in your other images? The other image in this vein is the street 
cleaner trolly. Contrast these with the canal image which is really a landscape. It is you with 
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your additional knowledge of the circumstances that knows of the busyness relating to the 
scene. Viewers will not necessarily make this conncetion.
Finally the tennis court image yes a good activity illustration but quite a different genre to the 
others which are urban landscape. This difference sticks out somewhat 

Quality of Outcome 
You present the work well I’ve made the point about mounting the photos in card mounts. 
The use of a portfolio box gives an air of polish to the work. Bear this in mind in relation to 
submitting your work for formal assessment. Consider this in relation to how you will present 
work from the other assignments - all in portfolio boxes? I would stress the benefit students 
get from looking at the discussion pages on the student website as a useful resource.

I think you have missed the point about the decisive moment. It’s fine to disagree with the 
traditional HCB notion and pursued your own interpretation but I feel that you have stretched 
the point to such an extent that you are indanger of loosing the connection to the topic and 
pursued your own - Human activity depicted through it’s overt absence. Where is the 
decisive moment in the canal image? The possibilities for interpretation are so many that 
you loose the connection; it is only viewing this alongside the other images that viewers will 
make the link. And this is where your ideas for presentation stand you in good stead. But if 
this is your intention perhaps you should be expounding this in your notes/blog.

You should consider posting your ideas as they are forming up onto the student forums and 
ask for feedback as this will give you helpful ideas and see if your intentions for the work are 
realised and appreciated. You need to start getting used to this way of working - share your 
work, face the constructive criticism and use it as a way of developing your ideas.

Demonstration of Creativity
You done well to think laterally around the subject. You present a well reasoned stated aim 
built around research into the photographers connected with the topic. You show that you 
are prepared to take risks and use your imagination to interpret the brief and make it your 
own culminating in producing good quality work. I have mentioned my reservations about 
your interpretation but this doesn’t detract from your creativity which shows your developing 
of self expression.

Coursework
Exercise 3.3 is about the art of looking; training yourself to be aware, recognising 
possibilities, and anticipating outcomes. You have met the brief in the exercise - particularly 
the decisive moment where you have incorporated action - the first with the gull and the 
second as the three people look at their phones. But neither are particularly striking as 
photographs - you need to be looking to make more out of the work for the exercises than 
just looking on them as tick box exercises. 
 
Research
Again you have done well here and it’s good to see your thinking/commentary. However this 
is still too much given over to factual description of artists’ work. You were encouraged to 
record what your position is regarding the Decisive Moment and while you do discuss the 
various points of view you seem to be rather ambivalent about your position. As previously 
mentioned you need to think about recording your thoughts in to how your resarch may 
impact your future work.



Learning Log
This continues to be good - well done. 
 
Suggested reading/viewing
In view of your comments about empty streets, you might want to look at Walker Evans’ work 
“American Photographs” there are several such images and will make an interesting 
comparision with Robert Frank’s The Americans as well as their comparison to HCB’s work. 
Look and compare and I suggest you note down your thoughts

Pointers for the next assignment / assessment
 

• Try to minimise your concentration on and recording the technicalities of 
lighting.

• Instead experiment and note your reactions to the results; record the learning 
and the re-working if your expectations aren’t immediately realised.

Please inform me of how you would like your feedback for the next assignment: 
written or video/audio.
 
Tutor name  Simon Barber
Date 12 December 2016
Next assignment due 28 January 2017
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