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Formative feedback 

  
  
Overall Comments 
Many thanks Jose for sending me your assignment. I can see you have been influenced by 
and concentrated on two main areas: the subject matter in the work of Godwin and Arnatt 
together with the lighting technique of Brandt and Model. 

The images work well with the thread of a style of lighting to link them into a series. And 
while it’s good to see you exploring these areas you have been distracted by them and not 
pulled them together sufficiently to concentrate on the brief which is to use lighting to reveal 
the form of an object. While there is evidence of form revealed in your work, this is 
subservient to your interest in the technique as technique rather than using it as a tool to 
serve a particular purpose. Your wish to make familiar items appear different is too general 
unless it is linked to some other purpose. Why do you want to make them appear different?  

At the moment what I get from the work is more attuned to fulfilling the assignment and you 
concentrating on a technique. What you need to start thinking on is how to use technique to 
express yourself about something that you feel passionate about. 

Assessment potential 
I understand your aim is to go for the Photography Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have shown in 
this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe you have the 
potential to pass at assessment.  In order to meet all the assessment criteria, there 
are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will outline in my feedback. 
  
Feedback on assignment 
Technical and Visual Skills,  
You have developed a system of using flash to good effect and in keeping with your 
influences of Brandt and Model. I like how you have used the shadows to convey additional 
information about form. But I wonder if this is more happenstance than design. 
Happenstance is fine but once noticed you need to harness it and build on it. Good 
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examples of this include Image 6 and the image of the twig in your exercise a combination of 
natural and artificial light.  

One or two of your images have a suggestion of lack of sharpness - image 7 the plastic bag 
for example. This may be down to low resolution of what I’m looking at but worth checking 
focus. Photographing in low light can make focusing difficult; using a torch or additional light 
on the subject just for focusing can help. 

While I can understand your wish to use strong directional lighting mixed with ambient light, 
sting of the there are instances where a better balance (between ambient and artificial light 
sources) and/or a lifting of the shadows with some fill light may be considered. Did you 
measure/meter the ambient light and the output from the flash or just use auto setting? A 
ratio of 2:1 or 3:1 (between flash and ambient) could lift the shadow detail to suggest form 
while still retaining the shadow effect. In other words take control of the two light sources 
rather than just letting it happen. 

You change the aspect ratio of the images - some very tall and thin, others almost square. 
Why? You need to have a rationale for your choices. 

Quality of Outcome  
Given your intent to show objects in a different light, You have done this well and looking at 
your contact sheet you have made sensible decisions. This is somewhat divergent from the 
brief which is to reveal the form of an object. There is nothing wrong with adapting the brief 
but you need to do this with a purpose in mind which you have done. It would be worth 
reflecting on the ‘why’ behind this in your blog. As you say this has been a personal journey 
into light and how you can use it. There is still some distance to travel on this road 
particularly in balancing the quality and amount of ambient and artificial light. You need also 
to consider what you learn on the journey in terms of how you might use this in future work.  

Demonstration of Creativity 
You do well here both in the assignment and in your exercise 4.5. In both you show your 
thinking and the development of an idea: In the assignment where you use the darkness and 
shadow to enable a different perspective on a familiar object; in the exercise where you 
analyse the notion of a familiar as an incidental. I think that your second image of the onion 
bookend works better given the link to the subject matter of the books and the implication of 
the onion (an ordinary item) being a supporting mainstay of cooking - particularly Spanish. I 
think that the other books (Christie etc) detract a little but some judicial editing of the props 
could easily be done. You compare your treatment of the onion to that of the usual google 
imagery  well. You don’t indicate a final image for the onion set - is it the ‘cracked skin’? This 
has all sorts of possible connotations only some of which you refer to. Consider the reaction 
of those not familiar with cooking or handling them in supermarkets! 

Coursework 
This is done well and with comprehensive notes. 
  
Research 
As with the course work this is done well - although sometimes there is a lack of detail 
analysis. For example in your description of initial thoughts you reference  Godwin’s and 
Arnatt’s work but only briefly in terms of the subject matter. Here is an example of a more 
detailed description that you may have already come across. What is interesting is the 



reference to the narrow DoF and the focus being the plane or element closest to the viewer. 
I urge you to look deeper and describe more. 
http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/arnatt-pictures-from-a-rubbish-tip-t13171 
  
Learning Log 
This is fine and detailed - you may want to breakdown the menu system more to give more 
direct linkage to individual exercises to save the viewer scrolling so much. 

  
Suggested reading/viewing 
Nothing particularly occurs to me - the course notes contain a good grounding for you. 
  
Pointers for the next assignment / assessment 

• Use the opportunity to build on the suggestions in the exercises - use them research 
into the photographers mentioned

• Think less literally about the topic
• Use this next assignment to really push your imagination - leave the technical in the 

background  

  

  

Tutor name  Simon Barber

Date  3 March 2017

Next assignment due 14 April 2017
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